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his whole Conduct up to the present—a Conduct full
of duplicity, since evidently it tended solely to induce
them to bear the whole brunt of the war, while he
completely extricated himself by the peace that he
tried to make with that object. They said that, if
he had no other protection to give them than a peace
of that nature, they preferred to protect themselves,
and to go to negotiate their peace by their own
acts, rather than let themselves be abandoned by
france to the certain vengeance of their enemy.
They did not see why onnontio sent back his cap-
tives, and would not let them send back theirs, or
what protection he gave them in doing this; but, on
examining closely, they found nothing that was not
entirely opposed to protection,— nothing but a wish
to induce them to be the victims of those to whom
they themselves had not restored their Captives.
In all the Attacks that he had compelled them to
make upon the Iroquois, while he remained motion-
less and inactive, it was rather they who protected
him than he who protected them. After all this,
they were surprised that, at their last interview in
Montréal, he had threatened to abandon them,— As
if he had not long done so; and as if his whole con-
duct had not been a tacit and secret abandonment of
all their interests, which could in no wise agree with
the negotiations for peace that he would continually
carry on.

Such, Monseigneur, are all the reasons that they
gave us, to Convince us of the necessity in which
they were placed of sending that Embassy to Son-
nontouans. From this it will be seen that our sav-
ages are much more enlightened than one thinks; and
that it is difficult to conceal from their penetration



